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READ THIS  
 
You must thoroughly read and understand all instructions 

prior to use.  
 
Failure to follow the information contained in these instruc-
tions could lead to serious injury or death.  
 
The belts and harnesses referenced in these instructions 
meet the life safety harness (or belt) requirements of NFPA 

1983, Standard on Life Safety Rope and Equipment for 
Emergency Services 2006 edition  
 
 
IMPORTANT: Carefully inspect your Colorado Firefighter belt on a 
regular basis. DO NOT store your Colorado Firefighter belt in di-

rect sunlight. Kevlar fiber material will break down if exposed to 
UV light (sunlight). The Colorado Firefighter belt can be washed 
with mild soap and water and air dried.  
 
 

 
Belt or Harness inspection  

Prior to donning the Colorado Firefighter Belt you should visually 
inspect your belt.   
Look for any defects in the material and/or workmanship.  
 

Ç  These could include frayed, cut or worn material.   

Ç  The buckles should look uniform with no cracks, chips or 

out of shape appearance.   
Be sure to inspect the multi -use leg strap as well.  

Ç  Look for excessive chaffing at the wear points; typically 

where the Kevlar webbing comes into contact with the 

metal buckles.  
Ç  Inspect the tool holders and ensure they are fastened or 

sewn securely to the belt and in the proper position.   
 
The belt should be removed from service and destroyed if 
the belt does not pass inspection or if there is any doubt 
about the safety or serviceability of the belt.  
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The leather ax clip backing protects turnouts from chaffing against the metal 
ax clip, and provides increased comfort to the wearer.  Directional snaps 
are used to secure the leather backing to the belt.  

  
Ç To secure, place the male snap over the female snap, back edge first.   
Ç Then rock the snap forward and secure.  

Ç To remove reverse this procedure.  

Leather Axe Clip Backing 
Installation 

Fire Innovations part numbers FI -BALBSN/FI -BALBSB 
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CERTIFIED TO NFPA 1983, STANDARD ON LIFE SAFETY ROPE  
AND EQUIPMENT FOR EMERGENCY SERVICES, 2006 EDITION.  

 

Constructed of two layers of heat resistant Kevlar webbing and NFPA 

rated buckles, providing years of reliable use.  

NFPA Ladder Belt  -  with the use of our patented  Multi -Use StrapÊ 

this belt that can be used to secure to an aerial platform, ground or 
roof ladder.  

NFPA Escape Belt  -  for bailout, low angle rescue, pulling a down 

firefighter out of a hole or for lowering an individual out of a window.  

RIT Operations  -  allows one or two firefighters to carry downed vic-

tims and can perform various types of rescue drags with less energy 

and back strain to the rescue firefighter.  

Designed with expansion and upgradability in mind, many accessories 

are available such as bailout systems,  stainless steel axe clips, scab-
bards, leather backing, radio holders, rope bags and leather tool 

pouch.  
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The following describes how to install the heavy duty ax clip to a belt.  Re-
quired tool:  #2 hex wrench or Phillips screw driver; Lock Tight or similar 
product to prevent screws from backing out.  

Remove the securing plates by using the #2 hex wrench or phillips to 

remove the hex screws from the 4 corners of the ax clip. (Fig.1)  

Position the securing brackets to the desired position (Fig. 2).  

Use Lock tight and reassemble the body of the ax clip to the securing 

brackets. (Fig.3)  

Heavy Duty Axe Clip 

Installation 
Fire Innovations part number FI -HWCF 

Fig. 1  

Fig. 2  Fig. 3  
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WARNING: Do not use as a rappel or tether 
point.  The ring is not rated for these applica-
tions.  Never carry a running chainsaw in the 
holder unless authorized to do so by the 

manufacturer. Failure to follow instructions can 
cause serious injury or death.  

 
Choose the desired location on the belt. Sepa-
rate the 1ò inch webbing from the 11/2ò web-
bing.  Disconnect the trigger snap from the 
round ring.  

Lark foot (girth hitch) the ring loop around the 
1ò webbing of the equipment loops or around 
the 13/4ò webbing of the main belt. 
Snap the trigger snap clip to the round ring  

 
Larks foot the trigger snap clip/loop strap to 

the top handle of the chainsaw; not the brake 

handle. Clip the trigger snap clip onto the 
chainsaw holder ring with the chainsaw handle 
forward and the bar pointing rearward.  
Lark foot the chainsaw holder around a box 
light handle and clip to the chainsaw holder O -
ring.  

Chainsaw/Flashlight Holder 

Installation 
Fire Innovations part number FI -BACSH 
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Donning the Colorado Firefighter Belt  
The belts should be donned over the turnout coat, prior to donning your 
SCBA or depending on the model, over the turnout pants prior to donning the 
turnout coat  

 
Note : Tool holders cannot be place on a belt when the belt is worn under the 
turnout coat. The tools will be inaccessible under the turnout coat.  
 

 

Position the belt around the waist.   

The multi -use strap pouch (Short or long pouch) should be posi-

tioned over the thigh.  

The D ring should be placed mid line to the body.  

The adjustment strap can be located on the right or left hand 

side, opposite the multi -use strap pouch.  

Connect the main buckle to the V - ring.  

Pull the adjustment strap forward to tighten.  

The belt should be tight but not constrictive.  

Image below shows (long pouch) the proper belt/pouch location  

Colorado Belts  

Donning  
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Colorado Belts  

Apache Series  

Apache IV  

Apache III  

Apache II  

Apache I  

Standard Features:  
NFPA certified Escape/Ladder belt, Dual Attachment Points  (D - Rings) , 
Double layered Kevlar webbing, Multi -Use StrapÊ & Storage Pouch, two 
sets of gear loops  

Model Dependent Features:  
Positioning Ring (2,3,4), Axe Loop with Securing Strap (3,4), Tool Loop (4)  

Sizes Available:  
Custom Sizes 28 -49  
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Use as a Ladder Belt  
 
Climb to the desired rung of the ladder.  
Release the multi -use strap from the pouch.  

 

Wrap the strap around a rung located above the 
waist and below the shoulders.  
 
Clip the multi -use strap adjustment buckle on 
to the D - ring of the main belt or the O - ring of 
the multi -use strap.  

 
Adjust the strap to the desired tension by pull-
ing on the tail of the multi -use strap located 
after the adjustment buckle.  
 

To disconnect: Loosen webbing at the adjust-

ment buckle.  
 
Unclip from D or O ring and remove the strap 
from around the rung.  
 
IMPORTANT: Do not attempt to repack the 
strap in the pouch.  Connect the adjustment 

buckle to the D - ring and descend the ladder.  
Once on the ground, repack the multi -use strap 
or wrap your leg (see ñDeploying the Multi-Use 
Strap for a One Legged Harnessò) until the 

multi -use strap can be repacked at a more con-
venient time.  

Ladder Belt 
Multi-Use StrapÊ  

Fire Innovations part number FI -BACMUS 
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One Leg Harness 
Multi-Use StrapÊ 

Fire Innovations part number FI -BACMUS 

Deploying the Multi - Use Strap for a One 
Legged Harness  
 
The Colorado Belts should not be substituted for 

a high angle rescue harness.  However, it is very 

useful as a bailout rappelling device or for use 
during low angle rescue evolutions.  
 
Release the multi -use strap from the pouch.  
Adjust the belt so that the D ring is at the mid-
line of the body and the multi -use strap hangs 

between the legs.  The strap can be wrapped 
around either leg. (Firefighter preference should 
be determined on the drill ground).  
 
Place the folded edge (located just beyond the o

- ring and 5 bartacks) of the multi -use strap 

against the thigh to be wrapped.  This ensures 
that the adjusting buckle is in the correct orien-
tation for tightening.  
 
Take a half step forward and bend slightly at the 
knee.  
 

Wrap the multi -use strap between the legs, be-
hind and around the forward leg and clip the ad-
justment buckle to the O - ring.  
 

Pull the webbing beyond the adjustment buckle 
to tighten.  
 

When you return to a standing position the strap 
will feel tighter.  
 
Connect a carabineer to the D ring.  
Connect the rope to an eight plate or other suit-
able descending device.  

Connect the descending device to the carabi-
neer.  
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Navajo IV  

Navajo III  

Navajo II  

Navajo I  

Colorado Belts  

Navajo Series  

Standard Features:  
NFPA certified Escape/Ladder belt, Single Attachment Point (D - Ring) , 
Double layered Kevlar webbing, Multi -Use StrapÊ & Storage Pouch 

Model Dependent Features:  
Positioning Ring (2,3,4), Axe Loop with Securing Strap (3,4), Tool Loop (4), 
two sets of gear loops (4)  

Sizes Available:  
Custom Sizes 28 -49, Multi -Sized S -M-L 

 

 



8 

 

Comanche IV  

Comanche III  

Comanche II  

Comanche I  

Colorado Belts  

Comanche Series  

Standard Features:  
NFPA certified Escape belt, Dual Attachment Points (D -Rings) , Double 
layered Kevlar webbing, two sets of gear loops  

Model Dependent Features:  
Positioning Ring (2,3,4), Axe Loop with Securing Strap (3,4), Tool Loop (4)  

Sizes Available:  
Custom Sizes 28 -49  
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Repacking 
Multi-Use StrapÊ 

Fire Innovations part number FI -BACMUS 

Short Pouch :  Open the short Velcro 
pouch and accordion fold the multi -use 
strap within the pouch.  Reseal the pouch 

connecting the top to the bottom flap.  

Long Pouch : To repack the multi -use 
strap, follow the example shown in the 
pictures below.   
Open the pouch and lay the strap front to 

back, pouch notice the buckle (Dutchmen).  
Ensure that the buckle will not have to flip 
in the pouch when the strap is deployed.  
 
Lay the strap over the buckle.  
   

The strap is folded with the Shane ring 

protruding from the front of the pouch.  
        
Fold the pouch over the multi -use strap 
snugly.  
 
Secure the Velcro on pouch..  

 
IMPORTANT: Failure to repack the multi -
use strap properly can make the strap dif-
ficult to deploy.  

Repacking the Multi - Use Strap  

 

 

 

 

 

Picture  

Not Available  
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Deploying the Multi - Use Strap  
The multi -use strap is located in a Velcro 
pouch located over the left or right thigh.  
This strap has many useful purposes that 

will be highlighted later in this manual. This 
strap is made of strong Kevlar webbing and 

parachute rated rings.  

Long Pouch  
Deploy the multi -use strap by grasping 

the Shane Loop on the Multi -use strap 
and pull forward.  

Deploying 
Multi-Use StrapÊ 

Fire Innovations part number FI -BACMUS 

Short Pouch  

Tear the pouch open at the Velcro and 
deploy the multi -use strap.  

Shane Loop  
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Cheyenne IV  

Cheyenne III  

Cheyenne II  

Cheyenne I  

Colorado Belts  

Cheyenne Series  

Standard Features:  
NFPA certified Escape belt, Single Attachment Point (D -Ring) , Double lay-
ered Kevlar webbing  

Model Dependent Features:  
Positioning Ring (2,3,4), Axe Loop with Securing Strap (3,4), Tool Loop (4), 
two sets of gear loops (4)  

Sizes Available:  
Custom Sizes 28 -49, Multi -Sized S -M-L 
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Colorado Belt Model Options 

Colorado Firefighter Belts are customized to fit your needs. Each series has 4 
different models, each with additional accessories.  

Positioning (Tag) Ring  
 
Available on the II, III, IV models, the back tag 
ring is located on the rear of the belt.  

 

The back tag ring can be used as a tagline or 
tether connection only.   
 
IMPORTANT: Do not attempt to rappel using 
the back tag ring as an attachment point.  
 
Tag ring meets NFPA 1983 ï 2006 Standard for 
position point.  
 

Axe Holder  
 

Available on the III and IV models, the ax 
holder is located on the side of the belt; rear-

ward of the short pouch (if installed).  
 
Enlarge the webbing ax keeper loop by pulling 
up on the buckle with the index finger and 
thumb; allow the webbing to pass through the 

buckle.  
 

Loop the webbing strap of the keeper over the 
rear of the ax head. In a downward motion, pull 
the keeper tight over the ax head; this will en-
sure that the ax will not fall out of the ax 
holder.  
 

IMPORTANT: Remember to always use the ax 
keeper whenever carrying an ax in the ax 
holder.  Use caution when hand carrying (not 
wearing) the belt as an ax can slip from the 

holder if the ax is not carried in an upright posi-
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Tool Holder  
 
Available in the IV model, the tool holder is 
located on the side of the belt opposite of the 

Short or Long Pouch and the ax holder.  It is 

like the ax holder without the ax keeper in-
stalled.   
 
The tool holder is useful to stow carabineers or 
carry additional tools such as an officerôs A tool 
or haligan.  

Colorado Belt Model Options 

Colorado Firefighter Belts are customized to fit your needs. Each series has 4 
different models, each with additional accessories.  

Kevlar Gear Loops  
 
Made with 1òKevlar webbing, these loops are 
made to work in conjunction with some of our 

belt accessories. Additionally, they can hold 
carabineers, hose clamps, etc.  


